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Advent Family Mass – Dec. 4, 2018 

The Good Shepherd School Staff and Students 
wish to invite their 
families to St. 
Mary’s Church to 
celebrate with us 
our Advent Mass 
as a Catholic 
school community 
on Tues., Dec. 4th.  
Please join us at 

9:30am for Mass. Your children and the GSH staff 
look forward to sharing this community event with 
you!  
 

Advent Wreath: A Family Tradition 

The Advent Wreath 
This tradition helps us celebrate Our Lord's birth as 
well as helps to make our hearts truly ready to 
receive Him. 
The wreath's symbolism of the advent (coming) of 
Light into the world is clear. The 
gradual lighting of the four 
candles, one on each Sunday of the 
Advent season, combined with the 
liturgical colours of the candles is 
symbolic. The circle of evergreen 
in which the candles are placed represents 
everlasting life. 
As you and your family prepare, it is important to 
remember that each week has a particular focus: 
Week 1 Hope - light one purple candle 
Week 2 Faith  - light two purple candles 
Week 3 Joy - light two purple candles and one    

pink candle 
Week 4 Love  - light three purple candles and one  

pink candle  
Christmas Day - light all candles and place a white  
   candle in the middle-Jesus is born! 
 

 
May the joy of the Advent season bring you peace. 
Blessings to you all during the Advent and 

Christmas season. 
  
 

News From the Pews 

DAY OF CONFESSION 
On Thursday, December 13, we will all have the 
opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation at GSH. Let us make the journey 
into the heart of our relationship with God. Take a 
long, loving look at the ways God calls us to grow. 
Take this challenge and hold it in readiness for the 
rich blessing that is manifested in this Sacrament.  
 
Youth Ministries 
 

 
M.E.R.C.Y (Jk- Grade 4) Join on Tuesday, 
December 11, 14 (7pm), and January 8 from 6-
7:30 at St. Mary’s Church. Children will learn 
about the richness of out faith with music, games, 
snacks and more! 

E.D.G.E (Grade 5-8) St. Mary’s church invites 
children to attend on Tuesday, December 3, 14 
(7pm) and January 22 to find out how great our 
faith is with games, music and food from 6-8pm.  
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Safety 

Inclement Weather:  
SNOW DAYS            

* By downloading the School 
Board app, alerts will come right 

to your phone or 
www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca 
 
Winter is here. In the event that the bus company 
cancels service, please keep in mind the following 
items:  
1) We are in the Central Weather Zone.   
2) Please listen to Rock 95, Kool FM 107.5 
or B101. They will announce the bus/school 
cancellations.  
3) If your child will not be attending school 
and your child takes the bus, you do NOT need to 
call the school. 
4)  If buses are cancelled and your child walks 
to school, it is at the discretion of the parent 
whether it is safe for the child to walk. Please call 
the safe arrival number (705-728-2302) to 
inform the school of your child’s absence or use 
our website and click the Safe Arrival link to 
report your child’s absence. We receive an email 
with the information electronically. 
 
*We do safe arrival calls for our walkers only 
on snow days, NOT BUS STUDENTS.  
5) Please note that the school will be open 
even if the buses are not running, AND if buses are 
cancelled in the morning, they WILL NOT run in 
the afternoon. 

Special Note:  If it’s a ‘Hot Lunch’ day on a snow 
day, please know that there will 
be NO ‘Hot Lunch’ service 
that day; the school will notify 
parents when it will be 
rescheduled and may not necessarily be the next 
day.  ENSURE you send a lunch with your child 

 
Severe Weather 
Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board 
guidelines state that students are to stay inside the 
school when the temperature (with the wind chill) 
is minus 28 degrees Celsius or minus 25 without 
the wind chill.   
We will monitor the weather forecasts from 
various sources and make the decision just prior to 
each recess.  

 
Therefore, please assist us in 
encouraging your child(ren) to dress 
appropriately for the weather.  
Students should be wearing warm jackets, winter 
boots, hats or toques, and mittens or gloves.  Also, 
please remember to send in an extra pair of socks 
and mittens with your child. Dry hands and warm 
feet make outside play that much more enjoyable 
and safe.  Please ensure that all items of clothing 
are labelled with your child/children’s name or 
initials in order to easily locate them in case they 
go astray.    
 
Arriving to School On Time is Important!! 
Thank you for all of your support; we have already 
seen a reduction in the number of lates this year.  
Just a reminder, school begins at 8:55am and staff 
are ‘on duty’ beginning at 8:40am.  We politely 
request that students arrive well before 8:55am, 
and after supervision has begun!  There are 
important routines/announcements that students 
miss, but are required to know to have a smooth 
and successful day!  Please know that each child 
arriving late is interrupting the regular routine in 
the classroom, which the rest of the class has 
begun.  Your help in this matter is greatly 
appreciated. NOTE:  Once Oh Canada/Prayers 
have begun the ‘doorbell/ringer’ will not be 
answered until announcements begin.  Please note 
that an adult is required to sign in children that are 
late for school at the office.  Your attention to this 
matter is greatly appreciated 
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Community Matters 

SCHOOL~DAY- Hot Lunch Orders  
Please ensure you make your orders on-line.  The 
website is open until December 14th, 2018.  
Cheques and money orders are accepted.   
 

 
Our students and school community have made 
tremendous contributions to our Christmas Cheer 
Campaign over the years, and we are hoping for 
the same support this year.  Students may bring in 
non perishable food items and new unwrapped 
toys: specifically for babies and children aged 8-10 
years of age. 

Barrie Colts Game Night 
The Good Shepherd Catholic 
School is happy to have been 
selected once again to be part 
of the Barrie Colts Adopt-A-
School program.  This is 
designed to raise funds for the 
school and promote school spirit, and of course, 
the love of hockey! The game will take place on 
January 29th, 2019. More information will be sent 
home in the new year.  
 

Student Community Council 
We are pleased to announce this year’s student 
council for 2018/ 2019 
President – Lauren O 
Vice President – Alyssa D. 
Secretary – Erica P 
Treasurer – Christine Z 
Communications- Alyson C 

They will be involved in various projects this 
school year. 
 

 
Our next CSCC meeting will be held in The Good 
Shepherd School library December 4, 2018 from 
6:30-7:30.  We are looking forward to discussing 
upcoming events for the New Year.  Please know 
that you do not have to be a voting member to 
attend the meetings.  You can participate in any 
way that makes your feel comfortable.  Your 
suggestions and opinions are always valued. 
If you have any questions or would like more 
details please contact us at 705-728-2302.          
 

Rams Sports Update 

Junior Girls Volleyball 
The girls had a fantastic season and 
we would like to thank Mme. 
Janique and Mme. Anik for 
providing the girls with this 
opportunity. 
Junior Boys Volleyball 
The boys had a strong showing at their tournament 
this year, winning the finals in their tournament.  
Thank you to Mrs. Lapierre and Mrs. Bayford for 
giving generously of your time, so they can 
participate in this experience.  
Intermediate Boys Volleyball 
The boys had a fantastic showing in their 
tournament at Nottawasaga Pines, finishing second 
to go into the finals.  Thank you to Mr. Goodeill 
and Mr. McKenna for the many games and 
practices to help these boys further develop their 
skills. 
Intermediate Girls Basketball  
The intermediate girls will be playing in their 
tournament on December 5th at Romeo Dellaire.  
Although the season was short, the girls 
demonstrated great commitment and 
sportsmanship.  Thank you 
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Important Dates 

December 2nd – First Week of Advent 
 
December 4th – Advent Mass – 9:30 am (St. 
Mary’s Church 
 
December 4th –E.D.G.E Night - St. Mary’s Church 
 
December 5th – Int. Girls B.B. Tournament (pm) 
 
December 10th – Kindergarten Christmas Concert 
@ 1:30 pm 
 
December 11th – Christmas Concert – gr. 1 – 8 
   - 1:15 pm (school & parents); 6:30 pm  - 8:00 pm 
 
December 13th – Reconciliation @ 9:30 am 
 (gr. 3 – 8) 
December 14th – St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
Christmas Concert 
 
December 20th – Christmas Sing-a-long (pm) 
 
December 21st – Last Day of Classes 
 
December 25th – Christmas 
 
January 6th – Feast of the Epiphany 
 
January 7th – First day of classes for 
2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
	

	
CHRISTMAS TREE BLESSING 

 

 
As your family gathers to decorate the tree, pray 
this blessing together: 
 
Leader: 

God of everlasting love, thank you for the 
blessing of this tree, 

Gift of the land and sign of Your life and love. 
Let Your blessing be upon it and all who enter 

this home. 
May this tree remind us of the everlasting love  

You have for Your people.  
And of the one true light, Your son Jesus. 

 
On a tree you gave Your life so that forever 

Love would win over hate and life would win 
over death. 

Let us always find our joy in You. 
Prince of Peace, forever and ever. 

 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 


